DICEMBRE 2013
• Martedì 3 dicembre 2013, ore 13.00-14.30 Aula Seminari Passione SPS Seminar: "Sovereignty, Organized Hypocrisy, the Paradox of Post-9/11 International Relations"
Patricia Springborg, School of Economics, Free University of Bolzano

Abstract
Stephen Krasner wrote his book Sovereignty, Organized Hypocrisy in 1999, well in advance of two developments which have conspired to make it true: the post-9/11 Bush Doctrine, which claimed for the "West" the right to impose its values on the "Rest"; and the sovereign debt crisis, which opens up multiple sites of struggle: between EU as a confederation and the sovereign rights of its member states; between the rule of financial experts and the democratic rights of citizens.
There was always an implicit paradox between the exigencies of policy and the neutrality of the Westphalian system of states as a pluralistic system, but these events make it explicit. Has this change in the concept of sovereignty to bring it into line with policy simply remedied a naiveté in our thinking? Are we content to abandon the equality of membership in a pluralistic system for the high moral terrain of human rights and universal values that must if necessary be imposed from without? In the case of the sovereign debt crisis, are we required to seek the preservation of the EU confederation as a higher good that may override the interests of national publics and their representatives in democratic parliaments?
• Mercoledì 4 dicembre 2013, ore 10.30-13.00 Aula Seminari Passione Workshop: "Le disuguaglianze sociali nella salute in Lombardia e in Italia: un'analisi multilivello delle condizioni individuali e degli effetti di contesto dei comuni" Abstract (provvisorio) Political scientists, philosophers, politicians, and the general public maintain a variety of strongly held positions on the costs, benefits, and effects of partisan rhetoric in public affairs. However, few large scale systematic efforts have been devoted to measuring and understanding the nature of these communications. In this paper, we develop systematic measures of "partisan taunting" ---explicit, public, and negative attacks by members of one party on the opposing party or its members. Using a large collection of congressional speeches and statements, we demonstrate that partisan taunting comprises a surprisingly large proportion of statements from U.S. Senators, illuminate previously unappreciated tensions between different normative requirements for democratic representation, and explain the interesting trends and patterns in taunting behavior.
• Abstract Why do judges prosecute the deputies of some parties more than others? Even in a context of strong autonomy of the judiciary from any political control, we argue that judges' decision to prosecute members of one party more than others depends on the difference between judges' and politicians' ideological orientation. We provide a quantitative analysis focusing on the Italian Chamber of Deputies from 1983 to 2013. Investigations are measured looking at the requests to lift parliamentary immunity that judges have to send to the parliament before proceeding against a MP while the judges' political views are estimated based on the extent of factionalism within the National Judiciary Association (ANM). The results seem to confirm our hypothesis even after controlling for the potential level of corruption within each party. The paper will also shed light on the effects of judicial investigations on party competition and the party system.
FEBBRAIO 2014
• Martedì 11 febbraio 2014, ore 13.00-14.30 Aula Seminari Passione SPS Seminar: "Deprivazione e salute: un'analisi ecologica dei consumi sanitari nella Regione Campania"
Jonathan Pratschke, Dipartimento di Scienze Economiche e Statistiche, Università di Salerno
Abstract I residenti delle Regioni italiane accedono ai servizi sanitari attraverso vari canali, ma ogni volta che ricevono una prestazione del SSN, una serie di informazioni vengono archiviate dalle agenzie regionali sanitarie per adempiere ai loro obblighi amministrativi. Allo stesso modo, dopo ogni decesso, viene compilata una scheda di morte contenente informazioni sul defunto e sulla causa di morte. L'analisi di questi flussi di dati può fornire informazioni utili ai fini della progettazione socio-sanitaria, mettendo in luce i fattori che influenzano la salute e la domanda di assistenza e evidenziandone le eventuali disparità sociali. Utilizzando dati aggregati per i Comuni della Regione Campania, il seminario si soffermerà, in particolare, sulla relazione tra il tasso standardizzato di mortalità, la deprivazione sociale e il consumo di servizi sanitari. Oltre a confermare l'impatto della deprivazione sociale sulle condizioni di salute, le analisi statistiche rivelano che i consumi sanitari sono più elevati non solo nei Comuni svantaggiati ma anche in quelli dove l'isolamento sociale è accentuato.
